
STORYBOOK CONVERSATIONS WITH YOUR YOUNG CHILD Every child is different, and 
these are only suggested 
age ranges and books. Do 

what works best for 
encouraging the child’s 

independent exploration of 
STEM concepts.

ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER
HERITAGE

These books embrace and celebrate Asian Pacific 
Islander heritage with engaging illustrations and 
photos to talk about with your young children. You 
may want to explore other books by the authors 
listed here – their other titles are often just as good! 

Each book indicates Asian Pacific Islander 
representation (author, character) and some that 
embrace everyday STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Math) concepts accurately, as well as 
language availability (Spanish, Japanese, 
Chinese).

ADAPTATIONS & ACCESSIBILITY

The ages are only SUGGESTED! For example, older children may like 
the books for “Infants & Toddlers”.  If you need to adapt the reading 
process for your child, please see STEMIE’s guide: 
https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/guide-book-adaptations .

Click on the images of the book covers to visit videos of an adult reading aloud each 
book (green border). You could also mute the audio from the read-aloud video if you 
prefer to read the book to your child yourself and do not have a copy.

Check your local library for physical or digital book lending or 
this free online digital library: https://archive.org/ . 

Book titles underlined are accessible for individuals with 
reading disabilities through 
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/ .

https://stemie.fpg.unc.edu/guide-book-adaptations
https://archive.org/details/texts?tab=collection
https://www.bookshare.org/cms/
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ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER STEM 
INNOVATORS

A Book of Babies
Il Sung Na
Infants+
Science
Asian Pacific author

Banana for Two
Ellen Mayer
Preschoolers+
Math
Asian Pacific characters

Bracelets for Bina's 
Brothers
Rajani LaRocca
Preschoolers+
Technology, Math
Asian Pacific author & 
character
Also available in Spanish

Circle! Sphere! 
(Storytelling Math)
Grace Lin
Infants+
Math
Asian Pacific author & 
character
Also available in Spanish

Circles
Yusuke Yonezu
Infants+
Math
Asian Pacific author

Hide & Seek
Il Sung Na
Infants+
Science, Math
Asian Pacific author

Kai Goes to the Farmers 
Market in Hawaii
Catherine Toth Fox
Kindergarteners+
Science
Asian Pacific characters

Luna’s Yum Yum Dim 
Sum 
Natasha Yim 
Kindergarteners+
Math
Asian Pacific author & 
character
Available in Spanish

Maya Lin: Artist-
Architect of Light and 
Lines
Jeanne Walker Harvey
Kindergarteners+
Science, STEM Innovator

Mixed: A Colorful Story 
Arree Chung
Older Toddlers+
Science
Asian Pacific author
Available in Spanish

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h_zl5LY6PYk&pp=ygUnYSBib29rIGZvciBiYWJpZXMgaWwgc3VuZyBuYSByZWFkIGFsb3Vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eZC3yGP3Rfg&pp=ygUfQnJhY2VsZXRzIGZvciBCaW5h4oCZcyBCcm90aGVycw%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1OT1AS6BszM&pp=ygUjQ2lyY2xlISBTcGhlcmUhIChTdG9yeXRlbGxpbmcgTWF0aCk%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4993062?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPUNpcmNsZSUyNTIxJTJCU3BoZXJlJTI1MjElMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOQ
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4993062?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPUNpcmNsZSUyNTIxJTJCU3BoZXJlJTI1MjElMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pHIzTmNPLSw&pp=ygUaIGNpcmNsZXMgcmVhZCBhbG91ZCB5dXN1a2U%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WvV-vrPPS2I&pp=ygUWSGlkZSAmIFNlZWsJSWwgU3VuZyBOYQ%3D%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4990900?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPUhpZGUlMkIlMjUyNmFtcCUyNTNCJTJCU2Vlaw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zprhMUCtU0M&pp=ygUpS2FpIEdvZXMgdG8gdGhlIEZhcm1lcnMgTWFya2V0IGluIEhhd2FpaSA%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6I6RwZhlsqI&pp=ygU2THVuYSdzIFl1bSBZdW0gRGltIFN1bSAoU3Rvcnl0ZWxsaW5nIE1hdGgpCU5hdGFzaGEgWWlt
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4992030?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPUx1bmElMjUyNiUyNTIzMzklMjUzQnMlMkJZdW0lMkJZdW0lMkJEaW0lMkJTdW0lMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOSUyNTA5TmF0YXNoYSUyQllpbQ
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4992030?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPUx1bmElMjUyNiUyNTIzMzklMjUzQnMlMkJZdW0lMkJZdW0lMkJEaW0lMkJTdW0lMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOSUyNTA5TmF0YXNoYSUyQllpbQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mHD1UjSm2LE&pp=ygVCTWF5YSBMaW46IEFydGlzdC1BcmNoaXRlY3Qgb2YgTGlnaHQgYW5kIExpbmVzCUplYW5uZSBXYWxrZXIgSGFydmV5
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/5033141?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPU1heWElMkJMaW4lMjUzQSUyQkFydGlzdC1BcmNoaXRlY3QlMkJvZiUyQkxpZ2h0JTJCYW5kJTJCTGluZXMlMjUwOUplYW5uZSUyQldhbGtlciUyQkhhcnZleQ
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/5033141?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPU1heWElMkJMaW4lMjUzQSUyQkFydGlzdC1BcmNoaXRlY3QlMkJvZiUyQkxpZ2h0JTJCYW5kJTJCTGluZXMlMjUwOUplYW5uZSUyQldhbGtlciUyQkhhcnZleQ
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/5033141?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPU1heWElMkJMaW4lMjUzQSUyQkFydGlzdC1BcmNoaXRlY3QlMkJvZiUyQkxpZ2h0JTJCYW5kJTJCTGluZXMlMjUwOUplYW5uZSUyQldhbGtlciUyQkhhcnZleQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jp3cemzfRzY&pp=ygUkTWl4ZWQ6IEEgQ29sb3JmdWwgU3RvcnkJQXJyZWUgQ2h1bmcg
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/5033147?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPU1peGVkJTI1M0ElMkJBJTJCQ29sb3JmdWwlMkJTdG9yeSUyNTA5QXJyZWUlMkJDaHVuZyUyQg
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Moving Blocks
Yusuke Yonezu
Infants+
Engineering
Asian Pacific author
Also available in 
Japanese

One Leaf Rides the Wind
Celeste Mannis
Kindergarteners+
Science
Asian Pacific character

Queen of Physics: How 
Wu Chien Shiung Helped 
Unlock the Secrets of the 
Atom 
Teresa Robeson
Kindergarteners+
STEM Innovator

Ten Blocks to the Big 
Wok: A Chinatown 
Counting Book
Ying-Hwa Hu
Older Toddlers+
Math
Asian Pacific author & 
characters
Also available in Chinese

The Last Marshmallow
Grace Lin
Infants+
Math
Asian Pacific author
Also available in Spanish

The Opposite Zoo
Il Sung Na
Older Toddlers+
Science
Asian Pacific author

The Three Water Drop 
Brothers
Eun-hee Lee
Preschoolers+
Science
Asian Pacific author

The Ugly Vegetables
Grace Lin
Older Toddlers+
Science
Asian Pacific author & 
characters
Also available in Chinese

They Say Blue
Jillian Tamaki
Preschoolers+
Science
Asian Pacific author & 
character

Too Many Mangoes
Tammy Paikai
Older Toddlers+
Math
Asian Pacific author & 
character

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FFVN0s6t1HI&pp=ygUbTW92aW5nIEJsb2NrcwlZdXN1a2UgWW9uZXp1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6STl4SeFUgw&pp=ygUmT25lIExlYWYgUmlkZXMgdGhlIFdpbmQJQ2VsZXN0ZSBNYW5uaXM%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/118540?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPU9uZSUyQkxlYWYlMkJSaWRlcyUyQnRoZSUyQldpbmQlMjUwOUNlbGVzdGUlMkJNYW5uaXM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Ghax4ZoEoa8&t=24s&pp=ygWWAVF1ZWVuIG9mIFBoeXNpY3M6IEhvdyBXdSBDaGllbiBTaGl1bmcgSGVscGVkIFVubG9jayB0aGUgU2VjcmV0cyBvZiB0aGUgQXRvbSAoVm9sdW1lIDYpIChQZW9wbGUgV2hvIFNoYXBlZCBPdXIgV29ybGQpCVRlcmVzYSBSb2Jlc29uIGFuZCBSZWJlY2NhIEh1YW5nIA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v5W6G2Lv3hw&pp=ygUwVGVuIEJsb2NrcyB0byB0aGUgQmlnIFdvawlZaW5nLUh3YSBIdSByZWFkIGFsb3Vk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r4e4zVDvz4w&pp=ygUyVGhlIExhc3QgTWFyc2htYWxsb3cgKFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyBNYXRoKQlHcmFjZSBMaW4%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4993017?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVRoZSUyQkxhc3QlMkJNYXJzaG1hbGxvdyUyQiUyNTI4U3Rvcnl0ZWxsaW5nJTJCTWF0aCUyNTI5JTI1MDlHcmFjZSUyQkxpbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=po6QsqaEhk4&pp=ygUbVGhlIE9wcG9zaXRlIFpvbwlJbCBTdW5nIE5h
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1Jmf0aUgCNw&pp=ygU4VGhlIFRocmVlIFdhdGVyIERyb3AgQnJvdGhlcnMJRXVuLWhlZSBMZWUgJiBNaS1zb29rIFlvb24%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3rbKEKuI8Ik&pp=ygUdVGhlIFVnbHkgVmVnZXRhYmxlcwlHcmFjZSBMaW4%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/1988475?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVRoZSUyQlVnbHklMkJWZWdldGFibGVzJTI1MDlHcmFjZSUyQkxpbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dXCQ1ps_Nd0&pp=ygUbVGhleSBTYXkgQmx1ZQlKaWxpYW4gVGFtYWtp
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_Pvi_8XqC4g&pp=ygUcVG9vIE1hbnkgTWFuZ29zCVRhbW15IFBhaWthaQ%3D%3D
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The contents of this resource were developed under a Cooperative Agreement between the U.S. Department 
of Education, Office of Special Education Programs (OSEP) and the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. 
#H327G180006. These contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the U.S. Department of Education, 
and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government.

ASIAN PACIFIC ISLANDER
STEM INNOVATORS

Tu Youyou’s Discovery: 
Finding a Cure for 
Malaria 
Songju Ma Daemicke
Kindergarteners+
STEM Innovator
Asian Pacific author

Up to My Knees! 
(Storytelling Math)
Grace Lin
Infants+
Science
Asian Pacific author
Also available in Spanish

Usha and the Big Diggers 
(Storytelling Math)
Amitha Jagannath Knight
Infants+
Math
Asian Pacific author & 
character
Also available in Spanish

What Do You Do With an 
Idea?
Kobi Yamada
Toddlers+
Engineering
Asian Pacific author

What Will Fit?
Grace Lin
Infants+
Math
Asian Pacific author
Also available in Spanish

Zero
Kathryn Otoshi
Older Toddlers+
Math
Asian Pacific author

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=owiu2WDX-hw&pp=ygVYVHUgWW91eW91J3MgRGlzY292ZXJ5OiBGaW5kaW5nIGEgQ3VyZSBmb3IgTWFsYXJpYSAoU2hlIE1hZGUgSGlzdG9yeSkJU29uZ2p1IE1hIERhZW1pY2tlIA%3D%3D
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=B3oyAQ2B1ZY&pp=ygUYVXAgdG8gTXkgS25lZXMJR3JhY2UgTGlu
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4992975?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVVwJTJCdG8lMkJNeSUyQktuZWVzJTI1MDlHcmFjZSUyQkxpbg
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4992975?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVVwJTJCdG8lMkJNeSUyQktuZWVzJTI1MDlHcmFjZSUyQkxpbg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K8TXvyNqUSc&pp=ygVFVXNoYSBhbmQgdGhlIEJpZyBEaWdnZXIgKFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyBNYXRoKSAJQW1pdGhhIEphZ2FubmF0aCBLbmlnaHQg
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4991731?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVVzaGElMkJhbmQlMkJ0aGUlMkJCaWclMkJEaWdnZXIlMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOSUyQiUyNTA5QW1pdGhhJTJCSmFnYW5uYXRoJTJCS25pZ2h0JTJC
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/4991731?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVVzaGElMkJhbmQlMkJ0aGUlMkJCaWclMkJEaWdnZXIlMkIlMjUyOFN0b3J5dGVsbGluZyUyQk1hdGglMjUyOSUyQiUyNTA5QW1pdGhhJTJCSmFnYW5uYXRoJTJCS25pZ2h0JTJC
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oa_HVVvHUr8&pp=ygUoV2hhdCBEbyBZb3UgRG8gV2l0aCBhbiBJZGVhPwlLb2JpIFlhbWFkYQ%3D%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/2301450?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVdoYXQlMkJEbyUyQllvdSUyQkRvJTJCV2l0aCUyQmFuJTJCSWRlYSUyNTNGJTI1MDlLb2JpJTJCWWFtYWRh
https://www.bookshare.org/browse/book/2301450?returnPath=L3NlYXJjaD9tb2R1bGVOYW1lPXB1YmxpYyZrZXl3b3JkPVdoYXQlMkJEbyUyQllvdSUyQkRvJTJCV2l0aCUyQmFuJTJCSWRlYSUyNTNGJTI1MDlLb2JpJTJCWWFtYWRh
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=u8rGYuDonZ8&pp=ygUZV2hhdCB3aWxsIGZpdD8JR3JhY2UgTGluIA%3D%3D
https://www.bookshare.org/search?libraryToSearch=bookshare&authorFilter=Grace%20Lin&author=Grace%20Lin&sortOrder=RELEVANCE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mEJpMnGGHU0&t=127s&pp=ygUTWmVybwlLYXRocnluIE90b3NoaQ%3D%3D
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